


 
 
 

 
 

CONSTITUTIONAL OBJECT 
 

 
A CHARITY WHOSE PURPOSE IS TO BENEFIT THE AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY BY: 

 
a.) Advancing culture by establishing, operating or assisting any individual or organisation 

to establish, operate or enhance any museum, collection, exhibition, library, research 
facility or other platform that will present literary or artistic works or preserve, restore 
or present memorabilia of historical significance to Australia; 

 

b.) Promoting and protecting human rights and advancing public debate and/or promotion 
of changes to law, policy or practice in Australia with the objective of delivering equity, 
fairness, civil rights and achievement of Australia’s commitment to human rights under 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 

 

c.) Advancing social or public welfare by developing, sponsoring or supporting programs 
that may relieve poverty, distress or disadvantage of individuals or families with 
particular emphasis on the aged and youth. 
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FINANCIALLY… 
 
With the absence of revenue-based royalties previously received from Albany’s 
Historic Whaling Station operated by Discovery Bay Tourism Precinct Ltd, income 
has been limited to interest on funds on deposit - apart from the odd donation. 
 
As a result, the Foundation incurred a (loss) of ($30,424).  It compares with a 
royalty-boosted profit of $72,897 in 2023.  This was not unexpected pending the 
establishment of an income stream to replace the royalties which ceased on 31 
December 2022. 
 
INVALUABLE PRO BONO ASSISTANCE 
 

Thanks to Treasurer Bob Kelly’s reading of the Australian 
Financial Review, law firms who had not complied with the 
Attorney-General's guidelines for voluntary (but obligatory)  pro bono 

 
 

 

 
service hours per lawyer per annum were identified.   
It was discovered that ten of the 35 non-compliant firms had Perth offices and 
seven were contacted with two positive offers of assistance. 
 

A Zoom meeting with Adam Levine, Perth Partner and National Pro Bono Co-
ordinator of KL Gates produced some suggestions.   
 

It also resulted in the firm providing an invaluable nine-page memorandum reviewing 
the Queensland legislation that prohibited the publication of any information 
identifying persons charged with sexual offences prior to the matter going to trial. 

 
 

 
 

 

Although the Queensland Government removed this legislation in September 
2023, it provides general guidelines on a format of what could be considered 
possible to achieve our aim. 
 

As an alternative, consideration could be given to enhancing the Independent 
Media Council Code of Conduct. 
 

This contribution is greatly appreciated. 
 

HWL Ebsworth, provided a comprehensive research paper addressing both of 
our project’s core aims.  
  

HWL Ebsworth’s Australia-wide research considered any right to compensation for 
wrongful conviction and redress not reliant on a discretionary or ex gratia basis and 
any published reports or investigations thereof.  It also addressed current legislative 
provisions relating to mandatory suppression of information publication across 
Australian jurisdictions and possible instructive examples from other jurisdictions. 
 

The report referred to the Commonwealth Attorney-General’s launch in March 
2023 of an inquiry into Australia's human rights framework to review the scope 
and effectiveness Australia's 2010 Human Rights Framework and the National 
Human Rights Action Plan. It was noted that Western Australians for a Human 
Rights Act, a coalition of reputable community organisations set up to advocate in 
relation to this issue, had in their submission, included the right to compensation 
for wrongful conviction in a list of rights that should be protected. 
 

The Foundation is extremely grateful for this advice and pro bono assistance. 
 
FINDING AN APPROPRIATE CHAMPION 
 

After careful review of potential political champions within the Western Australian 
government, an exploratory approach was made to a potential well-credentialled 
back-bencher. 
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FINDING AN APPROPRIATE CHAMPION (continued) 
 
While sympathetic to our compensation for wrongful conviction objective, he 
would be unlikely to support our media suppression order proposal as he 
generally supports the open administration of justice and favours reforms that 
would increase transparency, rather than reduce it. 
 

Contact was made with former Federal Attorney-General Christian Porter, whose 
political career was effectively ruined by the very actions the Foundation is trying 
to rein in.  Had he been charged with the offence alleged, his name would have 
been suppressed under existing legislation as he was 17 when the alleged 
offence was said to have occurred. Ironically, the lack of any charge allowed the 
media free-for-all that followed.  Understandably, while he has no wish to become 
re-embroiled in an area he would prefer to forget, he did offer some helpful 
suggestions that we gratefully appreciate.  
 

Although not a politician, another potential champion with personal experience 
and appropriate credentials has been suggested and is to be approached. 
 

 

DONATION FACILITY 
 

During the year the Foundation successfully applied for a licence under 
the Charitable Collections Act.   

 

This permitted the Foundation to be registered to receive donations via the 
GiveNow not-for-profit donations platform for the Social Justice Program.  While 
not tax-deductible, at least there is a donation option on the Foundation’s website. 
 

 

In July, the Foundation facilitated a visit to Pictures in Motion’s Sunset site 
by Howard Cearns and representatives of Adrian Fini’s Hesperia group.   
 

Cearns and Fini are principals of Home Fire Studios that will manage the 
government’s new film studio complex currently under construction in 
Malaga.  The aim of the visit was to see whether the Malaga complex might 
be a possible relocation site for an operating heritage museum. 

 

While suitably impressed and ideally compatible, Cearns advised that space 
limitations would limit the display to a very small representation of the PIM 
collection making it impractical.  A number of possible sites were considered but 
all presented significant restrictions or not-fit-for-purpose inhibitors. 
 

Focus was then on potential partners or benefactors. In consultation with PiM, the 
Foundation produced a 40- page “pitch” book aimed at potential benefactors. 
 

                   
 

The first target was Seven-West Media attempting to leverage Channel 7’s 65th 
Anniversary – particularly relevant as the collection includes many of the 
network’s original pieces of equipment.  Disappointingly, the concept was not 
taken up and alternative benefactors are being pursued. 
 

Fortunately, Minister for Heritage David Templeman MLA has been extremely 
helpful and facilitated an extension to the November deadline to vacate the 
Sunset site until well into 2025. The quest continues. 
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PILOT BOOK LAUNCH 
 

The first of a series of books by Peter J Snow OAM is to be 
launched on 28 November at Swan Districts Football Club. 
   

The Club is the appropriate venue as the pilot program’s first book 
in the NOT ORDINARY LIVES series is “The Tribe” Volume 1.   

 
 

 

 
   

 

It features semi-biographical snapshots of fifteen 
people associated with the Club. 
 

As this was always intended to benefit charities, 
50% of the book royalties will go to charities 
nominated by the 15 subjects.   
 

Royalties from Volume 1 will go to five charities of 
which Swan Districts Foundation Ltd will be the 
major beneficiary. 

 

 

As part of a wider program to capture the short attention-span 
niche market, each of the chapters in the books will be available 
as separate eBooks available through the website and social 
media promoted under the 5-minutereads.com banner.   
 

Initially, this will be linked with Draft2Digital’s platform delivering 
global distribution.  

 
 

 

 
 

As part of the associated marketing program, 
an Author Enquiry Form platform has been 
developed to build a database of readers 
interested in future publications.   
 

The form is accessed by a QR code which is 
to be used in all print and social media to 
collect details of those interested in books and 
which format they prefer. 
 

APPRECIATION!  

 

           
 

There were no retirements from the Board 
this year, so I take this opportunity to thank 
all board members for their contribution to 
the Foundation.  
 

To our Director-Special Projects, Peter Snow, 
for in effect being our Executive Officer,  I say 

 

    
a big thank you for his efforts while still assisting our old entity, now known as 
Albany Heritage Foundation Inc. as Patron and interim Treasurer. 
 

In addition, special thanks to past Tasmanian 
Jaycee, Brian Coogan for producing the 
voiceover for the historical YouTube clip 
capturing our predecessor body’s whaling 
station story and Ken McKay from Pictures in 
Motion who generously compiled and edited 
the production.   
 

The story is now recorded for posterity. 
  

 

  Director-Special Projects, Peter Snow and Chair Natalie Barton Leeson present Brian 
  Coogan (left) and Ken McKay (right) with tokens of appreciation at 2023 AGM Dinnerct    

S 
 
Natalie Barton Leeson 
Chair  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2024 Financial Report 
 

 
Members 
 
It is my pleasure to present the Foundation’s Audited Financial Report for the year ended 
30 June 2024 
 
I commend them to you and take this opportunity to thank our 
Secretariat under the supervision of Peter Snow OAM and our 
Treasurer Bob Kelly for their diligent oversight of our 
finances. 
 
In this my second year as Chair of the Foundation, I also 
thank our Auditor, Thomas Warner and his team at Lincolns 
for their assistance and advice to our financial team. 
 
 
Natalie Barton Leeson 
Chair 
Jaycees Foundation Ltd. 
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BEING THE EVOLUTION OF 
 

 
 

acknowledges and thanks the following for their sponsorship and support over the last 48 years: 
 

Albany Waterways Management Authority 
American Express International Inc. 

The Appealathon Foundation 
The Late Mr Brian Attwell 

AusIndustry 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation 

The Australian Government 
Mr & Mrs Les Bail 

BankWest 
Mrs Jill Bell 

The late Mr. John Bell 
Mr Peter Bell 

Brambles Manford 
Budget Rent-A-Car 

Bunnings Ltd 
City of Albany 

The Clarence on Melville 
The Comfort Inn Albany 

Community & Corporate Marketing 
and Public Relations 

Mrs Corrin Hine 
Department of Agriculture. Fisheries & Forestry 

Department of Commerce & Trade 
The Department of Transport and Regional Services 

The Department of Transport (WA) 
Dulux Australia Ltd 

HWL Ebsworth 
The late Richard Ellis 
Embleton Engineering 

The Evandale House Group 
Extrin Consultants Pty Ltd 

Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal 
Fremantle Foundry & Engineering Co Pty Ltd 

State Forests of New South Wales 
Dr. Stuart Frank 

Frank Daniels Pty Ltd 
Fremantle Plumbing Service Pty Ltd 

K&L Gates 
GMA Garnet Pty Ltd 

The Government of the United States of America 
The Government of Western Australia 
Harrisons & Crosfield (Aust) Limited 

Mr. Harry A. Graber 
The Great Southern Development Commission 

E.G. Green Holdings Pty Ltd 
E.G. Green & Sons Pty Ltd 

GWN7 - Golden West Network Pty Ltd 
Healthways - LiveLighter 

The Heritage Council of Western Australia 
Mr. Danny Hill 

The late Mrs Hilda Hotker & Family 
Hungry Jack’s Pty Ltd  

The Jack Family Charitable Trust 
Keep Australia Beautiful WA 

The Kendall Whaling Museum, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 
Key Engineering 

Kodak (Australasia) Pty Ltd 
Latro Lawyers 

Mr. Brian Lemon 
Mr. Des Liddy 

Lincolns 
Lions Club of Albany South Coast Inc. 

Lotterywest 
Mr Bruce Manning 

Maritime Museums of 
Australia Project Support Scheme 

The McCusker Family 
Minister for Local Government 

Motel Le Grande 
Motion Industries 

Museums Australia Specific Purpose Grants 
for Museums Program 

Office of National Tourism 
The late Mr. Kevin Parry 

Pro-Copy 
Qantas Airways Limited 

Raffles Paints Australia Pty Ltd 
The Readymix Group 

The Residency Museum, Albany 
Mr. Peter Ronald 

Royalties for Regions Regional Grant Scheme 
Simsmetal Limited (Welshpool) 

Skywest Airlines Pty Ltd 
Mr. David Smith 

Sony Music Entertainment (Australia) Limited 
Tanis Electrical Engineers & Contractors Pty Ltd 

Teco Australia Pty Ltd 
Thomson Geer 

Mr. Gary Tonkin 
Tourism WA 

The Utah Foundation 
Venture Capital Corporation International Pty Ltd 

WA Branch of the Institute of 
Maritime Engineers – London 

Wallace Engineering 
WA Maritime Museum 

Wattyl Australia Pty Ltd 
West Australian Newspapers Ltd 

WIN Television WA Pty Ltd 
Wren Design 

 



LEFT ALBANY AND ITS PREDECESSOR

IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT ITS COMMUNITY PROJECT HAS MADE A 

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY 

THE GREEN FAMILY 
THE JACK FAMILY CHARITABLE TRUST 
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